described MacLean as "a very clear and analytical thinker" with a flair for summarizing. In meetings, he could, within a few words, bring clarity to discussions that were going around in circles. "That was a gift he had. He wasn't a verbose person. But he was a very insightful one." In 2003, McGill University launched an L.D. MacLean day marked each year by a lecture from a distinguished international leader in the field of surgery.
In spite of a hectic career, MacLean found time for his family, which included his wife, Dr. Eleanor Colle and their five children (Hugh, Charles, Ian, James, and Martha). "We laughed a great deal together as a family," recalled Ian, the middle child, a communications consultant. Family outings often included wilderness hikes or canoe trips. Since their father was a photography buff, "We're possibly the most documented family ever," Ian said. He remembered a dinner party at the family home with his father surrounded by such medical greats as South African cardiac surgeon Dr. Christiaan Barnard, credited with the world's first successful heart transplant in 1967.
Two of Maclean's sons, Charles and James, became doctors, although not surgeons, and Martha specialized in oncology as a nurse, so the family medical tradition is being carried on. Hugh is an economist. James MacLean said his father was the son of a Calgary haberdasher of relatively slender means. The family, descendants of Scottish immigrants, had moved to Alberta from Prince Edward Island. A whiz at school, MacLean won scholarships that helped him continue his education. "He had an enormous amount of energy," James said. "Anything he did, he did it with 100-per-cent gusto. He was a lifelong learner and really believed in academic surgery, the concept of new discovery, of pushing the field and trying to find new and better ways of taking care of people."
In 1985, Dr. Lloyd Douglas MacLean was appointed an officer in the Order of Canada. OBES SURG (2015 ) 25:393 DOI 10.1007 /s11695-015-1588 
